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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
For Immediate Release

Contact: Barbara Miller, 517-278-6029

Date: November 26, 2008
Thank you for a successful Tibbits Auction
As the new Development/Special Events Coordinator for Tibbits Opera House, I would like to extend my heartfelt THANKS to all the volunteers, donors, and participants of Tibbits’ 29th annual benefit auction.  Tibbits has a lot to be thankful for this year, starting with the support of our community.

This year’s auction was a resounding success, earning over $52,000.  The auction is Tibbits’ biggest fundraiser, second only to membership, with all proceeds going towards general operations.  Each year the auction is held at the beginning of our fiscal year, so this definitely started the year off on the right foot!
Thanks to our volunteers.  This event would not have been possible without the auction committee:  Barbara Mullally and Marisue Taylor (co-chairs), Sheryl Case, Evelyn Grimes, Sue Maxson, and Sheila Walrack.  They devoted many hours to attending planning meetings, contacting donors, setting up for and working the event.  Thanks to the 47 volunteers who made contacts with local businesses to gather donations for the auction.  We are indebted to David Norton and Norton Auctioneers who provide their support and services each year.  Thank you to our area coaches who served as stage hosts and so much more.  And we appreciate the dozens of volunteers who set up, worked during, and cleaned up after the event.
Thanks to the 279 local businesses and individuals who donated a total of 492 items, cash, and services.  All of our local banks really came through for Tibbits!  We are grateful that so many local businesses contributed as they have in past years and we were happy to see so much support from our neighbors in Fremont and Angola.
Thank you to Kristen Dogan and her culinary arts students at the Branch Area Careers Center for catering the event.  They did an awesome job!!!  The food was delicious and beautifully prepared and the student servers were very professional.  And thanks to Susie’s Cake Diva for donating the football cake and to Monarch for serving the popcorn.
Thanks to everyone who attended the auction.  It was heartwarming to see the turnout of people from the area and those from far away.  Whether you were the winning bidder on an item or not, thanks for showing your support of Tibbits!
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